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DECISIONANDORDER

TanishaBellardWiltzknowinglyfailedtofilethreecampaignfinancedisclosurereports

asrequiredbylaw TheBoardofEthics actinginitscapacityastheSupervisoryCommitteeon

CampaignFinanceDisclosure mayimposeuponTanishaBellardWiltzadditionalcivilpenalties

asallowedbyLa RS 1815054A 4 a and b

APPEARANCES

AhearingwasconductedAugust21 2020 inBatonRouge Louisiana beforePanelBof

theEthicsAdjudicatoryBoard EAB CharlesReevesappearedascounselonbehalfoftheBoard

1ofEthics Althoughdulynoticed TanishaBellardWiltzdidnotappearforthehearing

STATEMENTOFTHECASE

TheBoardofEthics BOE requestedthattheEABconductanadjudicatoryhearingto

determinewhether pursuanttoLa RS 1815054A 4 a Respondent

30Pand10PcampaignfinancedisclosurereportsfortheOctober12 2019 primaryelectionfor

ParishPresidentinSt LandryParish werefiledmorethansixdayslate TheBOEalsorequested

thattheEABconductanadjudicatoryhearingtodeterminewhether pursuanttoLa RS

1SeeBOEExhibit10



1815054A 4 b Respondent 10Gcampaignfinancedisclosure

reportfortheNovember6 2019 generalelectionforParishPresidentinSt LandryParish was

filedmorethanelevendayslate

Atthehearing BOEoffereditsexhibits numberedBOE1throughBOE16 thatwere

admittedintoevidence BOErequestedtheEABmakeadeterminationonwhetherRespondent

filedher30Pand10Pcampaignfinancedisclosurereportsmorethansixdayslate andwhether

Respondentfiledher10Gcampaignfinancedisclosurereportmorethanelevendayslate which

wouldsubjecthertoadditionallatepenaltiesunderLa RS 1815054A 4 Therecordwas

closedandthematterwassubmittedfordecision

ThisadjudicationisconductedinaccordancewiththeCampaignFinanceDisclosureAct

CFDA La RS 181481 etseq theCodeofGovernmentalEthics La RS 421101 etseq

andtheAdministrativeProcedureAct La RS 49950 etseq

FINDINGSOFFACT

Respondentwasanunsuccessfuldistrict levelcandidatefortheofficeofParishPresident

forSt LandryParish inelectionsheldOctober12 2019 andNovember16 2019 Respondent

2wasdefeatedintheprimaryelection Arunoffofthetoptwocandidateswasheldinthegeneral

3electiononNovember16 2019 Respondentwasrequiredtofileacampaignfinancedisclosure

4reportthirtydayspriortotheprimaryelection alsoknownasa30P onSeptember12 2019

Respondentwasrequiredtofileacampaignfinancedisclosurereporttendayspriortotheprimary

5election alsoknownasa10P onOctober2 2019 andacampaignfinancedisclosurereportten

2BOE2
3BOE3
4La RS 1814954B 3
5La RS 1814954B 4
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6dayspriortothegeneralelection alsoknownasthe10G onNovember6 2019

7TheBOEistheSupervisoryCommitteeundertheCFDA Uponqualifyingforthe

election theBOEprovidedRespondentwithaScheduleofReportingandFilingDatesfor

8Candidates TheScheduleinformedRespondentthatthe30PreportwasdueSeptember12

92019 the10PreportwasdueOctober2 2019 andthe10GreportwasdueNovember6 2019

Respondentdidnotfiletherequired30Preportbytheduedate September12 2019 The

10BOEissuedaLateFeeAssessmentOrderandassessedafineof 200000forthisviolation

Respondentwasnotifiedintheletteraccompanyingthatorder thatshecouldbesubjecttoan

additionalassessmentof 1000000pursuanttoLa RS 1815054A 4 ifshefailedtofilethe

11report The30PreporthadnotbeenfiledasofApril30 2020

Respondentdidnotfiletherequired10Preportbytheduedate October2 2019 The

12BOEissuedaLateFeeAssessmentOrderandassessedafineof 200000forthisviolation

Respondentwasnotifiedintheletteraccompanyingthatorderthatshecouldbesubjecttoan

additionalassessmentof 1000000pursuanttoLa RS 1815054A 4 ifshefailedtofilethe

13report The10PreporthadnotbeenfiledasofApril30 2020

Respondentwasrequiredtofileacampaignfinancedisclosurereporttendayspriortothe

generalelection alsoknownasa10G onNovember6 2019 inconnectionwiththeelection

Respondentdidnotfiletherequired10Greportbytheduedate November6 2019 The

14BOEissuedaLateFeeAssessmentOrderandassessedafineof 200000forthisviolation

6La RS 1814954B 5
7La RS 18148319
8SeeBOE1
9Id
10BOE13
11BOE7
12BOE5
13BOE7
14BOE6
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Respondentwasnotifiedintheletteraccompanyingthatorderthatshecouldbesubjecttoan

additionalassessmentof 1000000pursuanttoLa RS 1815054A 4 ifshefailedtofilethe

15report The10GreporthadnotbeenfiledasofApril30 2020

Respondentfailedtoappearforthehearingorrespondtothelatefeeassessments despite

noticeofthehearingandnoticeofthelatefeeassessmentordersbeingsenttoherlastknown

16address

CONCLUSIONSOFLAW

La RS 1815054A 4 a and b providethatif afterconductinganadjudicatory

hearing theEABdeterminesthatacandidateknowinglyfailedtofiletherequiredcampaign

financedisclosurereport orfileditmorethansixdays La RS 1815054A 4 a oreleven

days La RS 1815054A 4 b late thentheBOE functioningastheSupervisoryCommittee

mayimposeuponthecandidateadditionalcivilpenalties

TheBOE provedRespondentfailedtotimelyfilethreecampaignfinancedisclosure

reports Everycandidatefordistrictoffice orhercampaigntreasurer isrequiredtofilereports

17ofcontributionsandexpendituresonspecificdaysbeforeandafteranelection Anycandidate

fordistrictoffice whoknowinglyfailstotimelyfilearequiredreportmaybeassessedacivil

18penaltyintheamountof 60perday nottoexceed 2000 TheBOEassessedthemaximum

19amountof 200000 astherequiredreportswerenotfiledbyday34ofthereportsbeinglate

20ofduediligence TheBOEassessedlatefilingfeesagainstRespondentinaccordancewithLa

15BOE7
16BOE10 BOE11 BOE12 BOE14
17La RS 1814954
18La RS 1815054A 2 a ii
19 6000multipliedby34daysequals 204000 exceedingthestatutorymaximuminLa RS 1815054A 2 a ii
20La RS 1815055
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RS 421157andLa RS 1815054intheamountof 200000foreachofthethreeunfiled

reports TheseamountsandordersofassessmenthavenotbeenappealedbyRespondent under

La RS 18151141C 1 and 2 TheseamountsarethereforefinalunderLa RS

2118151141C 1 andnotbeforetheEABforconsideration

Byknowinglyfailingtofiletherequiredreports RespondentviolatedtheCFDA andmay

22beassessedacivilpenaltyupto 1000000bytheBOEforeachreport

Respondent failedtofileher30PfinancedisclosurereportbySeptember12 2019 she

failedtofileher10PcampaignfinancedisclosurereportbyOctober2 2019 andshefailedtofile

her10GcampaignfinancedisclosurereportbyNovember6 2019 AsofApril30 2020 shehad

notfiledanyofthethreereports Sheismorethansixdayslateinfilingher30Pand10P

campaignfinancedisclosurereports Sheismorethanelevendayslateinfilingher10Gcampaign

financedisclosurereport TheBOEprovedRespondent acandidatefordistrictoffice hadfailed

tofilea30Panda10 TheBOEproved

Respondent acandidatefordistrictoffice hadfailedtofilea10Greportmorethanelevendays

duedate TheBOE initscapacityastheSupervisoryCommitteeforCampaign

FinanceDisclosure isauthorizedtoimposeadditionallatefeepenaltiesunderauthorityofLa

RS 1815054A 4 a and b nottoexceedtenthousanddollars 1000000 foreachofthe

threelatereports

21SeeLa RS 421153 whichexemptstheEABfromimposingpenaltiesforviolationsoftheCFDA
22La RS 1815054A 4
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ORDER

ITISORDEREDthat Pcampaignfinancedisclosure

reportismorethansixdayslate andtheBoardofEthicsmayimposeuponTanishaBellardWiltz

additionalcivilpenaltiesasallowedbyLa RS 1815054A 4 a

ITISORDEREDthat Pcampaignfinancedisclosure

reportismorethansixdayslate andtheBoardofEthicsmayimposeuponTanishaBellardWiltz

additionalcivilpenaltiesasallowedbyLa RS 1815054A 4 a

ITISORDEREDthat Gcampaignfinancedisclosure

reportismorethanelevendayslate andtheBoardofEthicsmayimposeuponTanishaBellard

WiltzadditionalcivilpenaltiesasallowedbyLa RS 1815054A 4 b

RenderedandsignedSeptember24 2020BatonRouge Louisiana

T
William H CooperIII
PresidingAdministrativeLawJudge

AnthonyRusso
AdministrativeLawJudge

NOTICEOFTRANSMISSIONOFDECISIONORORDER

hIcertifythaton IhavesentacopyofFriday September25 2020

GregoryMcDonaldthisdecisionordertoallpartiesofthismatter

AdministrativeLawJudge
ClerkofCourt

DivisionofAdministrativeLaw

REVIEWRIGHTS

ThisdecisionexhaustsyouradministrativeremediesIfyouaredissatisfiedwiththis
ruling youmayhavetherighttoseekarehearingorreconsiderationofthisdecisionororder
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subjecttothegroundsforandtimelimitationsprovidedinLouisianaRevisedStatute49959and
LouisianaCodeofCivilProcedurearticle5059 Todetermineyourreviewrights youshouldact
promptlyandseeklegaladvice

Torequestarehearingorreconsideration pleasesendittooneoftheaddressesindicated
below

EMAILdocumentsto MAILdocumentsto
EABprocessing@adminlawstatelaus DAL EABSection

ATTN EABSectionDeputyClerk
FAXdocumentsto P O Box44033

EABSectionDeputyClerk BatonRouge LA708044033
225 2199820

Ifyoudonotrequestarehearingofyourdecisionoryourrehearingrequestisdenied youhave
therighttoseekjudicialreviewinaccordancewithLa RS 49964 La RS 421142A 1 and
La CCP art5059 Todetermineyourreviewrights youshouldactpromptlyandseeklegal
advice
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